no consensus on whether Pachyophiidae present the sister group to all other snakes (CALDWELL & LEE, 1997; LEE & CALDWELL, 1998) , or they belong to advanced macrostomatan snakes, which is of no relevance to the origins of snakes (ZAHER, 1998; ZAHER & RIEPPEL, 1999) . This report will briefly describe the main morphological features of the specimen.
The locality and depositional environment
In the beginning of 2017, the authors of this paper received a piece of a thin limestone slab with fossil remains. The specimen was found in a local quarry Dubovac (Fig. 1c) , three kilometers northwest of Bileća (Bosnia and Herzegovina). The surrounding area of Bilećа ( Fig. 1 ) is made of Cretaceous sediments which belong to the deposits of the Adriatic Carbonate Platform of the peri-Mediterranean realm. The overall paleogeographic conditions of the northeastern part of the Adriatic Carbonate Platform during the Late Cretaceous were controlled by synsedimentary tectonics, eustatic sea level changes and increases of the amount of carbonate material production (VLAHOVIĆ et al., 2005) . Such conditions led to local emergences of the platform and shallow-water depositional environments (VLAHOVIĆ et al., 2005) . The Late Cretaceous sedimentary succession near Bileća consists mainly of limestones and dolomites which were deformed into largescale open folds, locally truncated by thrusts during the Cenozoic uplift of the Dinarides.
No detailed analysis of the site was performed, while its stratigraphic position according to the Basic Geological Map of Yugoslavia is within lower Turonian sediments (NATEVIĆ & PETROVIĆ, 1970) . The mapped lower Turonian lithostratigraphic unit is composed of thin bedded limestones with interbedded dolomites and is positioned above Cenomanian dolomites and below sediments in which the bivalve Chondrodonta occur appear (middle Turonian). The specimen is situated in the Natural History Museum in Belgrade (NHMBEO MV 280).
Description
The specimen is represented by a string of 29 vertebrae associated with the corresponding ribs (Fig. 2) . The majority of vertebrae are complete and embedded in the sediment with the exception of the last two represented only by their imprints on the slab.
The first three vertebrae that are exposed in dorsal view are heavily damaged. Most of the following vertebrae are exposed with their lateral side on the slab. The last seven vertebrae in the string (two of which are best preserved) are detached from the slab and their lateral and ventral surface can be observed. In dorsal view (Fig. 3b ) the vertebrae are slightly wider , 1970) . The star symbol represents the original location of the specimen described in this paper. Note that Selišta toponym is placed according to the position taken from the map sources and that it could possibly be the same locality mentioned in NOPCSA (1925) . c. Quarry in the Lower Turonian carbonates located on the hill Dubovac in which the specimen was found. than long and somewhat "butterfly-shaped" (LEE et al., 1999) . The prezygapophyses are oval in shape and do not markedly project laterally like in Simoliophis (RAGE et al., 2016) . Prezygapophyseal processes are lacking. The neural arches are distinctly swollen and their posterior border is strongly concave (Fig. 3b) . The dorsal margin of the neural spine is swollen, elongated and almost triangular in shape. Its anterior border is somewhat inclined posteriorly. The exposed zygosphenal roof has concave edge.
In lateral view (Fig. 3a) the vertebrae are visibly higher than long. The neural spine is twice as long then high and slightly overhanging posteriorly. The interzygapophyseal ridge is thick and extremely swollen. The paradiapophysis are almost rectangular and inclined anteroventrally to posterodorsally. In ventral view the centrum appears plate-like, wider than long. The hemal keel is absent. Mid region of the ventral surface of centrum is occupied by a shallow groove with small unequal triangular extensions on anterior and posterior side. In posterior view (Fig. 3c) the neural arches are convex. The centrum is thick and surrounding condyle. The neural canal is ogival in shape. Its size is approximately equal to condyle.
Ribs are associated with corresponding vertebrae, but are not visibly articulated to them because they are covered with sediment. They are well exposed along the entire left side of the vertebral column. Proximal ends of the ribs are so swollen that the intercostal space is practically absent. Their thickness increases moderately throughout this vertebral segment, while the distal tip remains very slender. The vertebrae and ribs are strongly pachyostotic. Their size and level of pachyostosis increase gradually from anterior to posterior region of the specimen.
Discussion
The specimen consists of 29 articulated vertebrae with adjoining ribs. Although the sediment was broken in a few fragments, it has been determined that all belong to one individual as shown in Fig. 2 . Pachyostosis is well developed on all vertebrae and ribs and gradually increases anteroposteriorly. Since pachyostosis is the most prominent in the middle-trunk region (LEE et al., 1999) , we can propose that this preserved segment belongs to anterior trunk and/or middle trunk part of the snake. The entire column is mostly exposed laterally and dorsally. Several of the last vertebrae display the highest degree of pachyostosis and the greatest similarity with the described holotype of Pachyophis (LEE et al., 1999) . The last seven preserved vertebrae are completely isolated from the sediment with visible ventral surface. The general shape of the vertebrae is almost rectangular as in Simoliophis (RAGE et al., 2016) . Centrum is slightly concave and shows clear absence of the hemal keel. The plate-like centrum, absence of hemal keel, shallow groove on ventral surface of centrum is common with Simoliophis. The prezygapophyses do not markedly project laterally and the interzygapophyseal constriction is little expressed as in Simoliophis (RAGE et al., 2016) . The neural arches are much more swollen than in Simoliophis and their posterior border is strongly concave in dorsal view. The latter is much more similar to Pachyophis (LEE et al., 1999) . The neural spines rise from the zygosphene and attain their highest point at the posterior end as in Pachyophis woodwardi (LEE et al., 1999; HOUSSAYE, 2010) . Unlike Simoliophis the neural spine is very low, twice as long than high and extends over the condyle. The paradiapophysis almost rectangular inclined anteroventrally to posterodorsally. In Simoliophis they are rather vertically (RAGE et al., 2016) . The vertebrae are extremely swollen. The neural arches display the higher degree of pachyostosis than centrum, while the centrum is more pachyostotic than arches as in the case of Simoliophis.
The ribs are extremely swollen, circular in cross section and abruptly curved proximally, continuing more straight and tapering to distal ends. It suggests that this snake was laterally compressed, and therefore, probably was living in a marine environment (LEE et al., 1999) . This conclusion is supported by a previously mentioned shallow-water depositional environment of the Adriatic Carbonate Platform where the specimen was found.
Conclusions
Opinion of the authors is that the studied specimen is most similar to Pachyophis woodwardi primarily because of the conspicuous pachyostosis of neural arches, their strongly concave posterior border and considerably low neural spine. Pachyrhachis and Eupodophis do not show that strong pachyostosis (RAGE & ESCUILLIE, 2003; HOUSSAYE, 2010) . Regarding the similarities with Simoliophis, the platelike centrum, shallow groove on ventral surface of the centrum and the absence of hemal keel, they couldn't prevail in comparison with the observed characters that determine Pachyophis woodwardi. Since there are no three-dimensional vertebrae of this species preserved from Bosnia and Herzegovina, precise identification was limited to a certain extent.
